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Foreword
Dear residents and park users,

| am pleased to share with you the management plan for Ducketts Common. This plan

has been developed by Haringey Council, in partnership with the Friendsof Duc ket t 6 s
Common, stakeholders in and around the park and with input from your local ward

councillors.

Residents have told us that our parks and green spaces are one of the things they love
the most about Haringey, and as a council, we agree. We are proud of our green
spaces and are committed to doing all we can to make our parks the very best they can
be.

Most of Ha riat anglecyl pasks lthve dem nationally recognised through the
Green Flag Award scheme, and we continue to work with Friends groups to maintain
and improve our parks for our community and visitors alike. In a recent resident survey
80% of people told us they were satisfied with parks and greenspaces in the borough.

It is no secret that Haringey i like all local authorities T has been affected by austerity,
but we continue to work hard to fund and maintain our parks, as well as bringing in
external investment to provide a much-needed boost.

Green spaces in Haringey play so many different roles - from a retreat from the busy
city, or a place for sport and play, to sites for nature conservation and world-renowned
events. Each management plan seeks to balance the many competing demands for
each park to allow our community to enjoy the park their way.

This management plan looks to show how the council is meeting and addressing the
criteria of the Green Flag Award scheme and sets out the priorities for action and
improvement of the park over the coming years.

| hope you find this document useful and | would encourage you to make the most of
your local park. If you want to get more involved in the future management of the park
why not consider joining a Friends group, attending an event or simply just send us
some of your thoughts?

Thank you,

ClIr Kirsten Hearn
Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Sustainability

Cabinet Member for Climate Change, Equalities & Leisure
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Open space vision in Haringey
Our draft visionisthatHa r i n paeky and green spaces will be places where:

Resident sd | i ves bysaccesstb qualitygreen space ov e d
Communities take an active role in the decisions about the future of parks and
green spaces

Civic pride and community ownership of parks are encouraged, through a diverse
range of volunteering opportunities

A diverse range of events is offered, providing a backdrop for communities to
cel ebrate together and enhance the borough
Wildlife flourishes and habitats are maintained, expanded and connected.
Spaces are protected and future proofed for the next generation

Funding for parks is sustainable and sufficient to deliver the agreed service
standards

Full advantage is taken of the health and wellbeing benefits

o ToeToTe Do Do oo

The Parks and Green Spaces Strategy is in development and will be subject to
consultation with a range of partners and stakeholders before the Council is asked to
formally adopt it in 2022. More details are set out in sections 10.4 and 10.5
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Purpose of the Management Plan

This management plan detail and guides the management, maintenance, development
and improvement of Ducketts Common now and over the next three years.

In developing this management plan, we particularly want to stress the importance we
place on our commitment to involve the whole community in shaping the future of
Ducketts Common. This is because we recognise that open space affects the lives of
almost everyone who lives and works near the park. We believe that the combination of
effective management and community involvement of all our open spaces offers
considerable potential for helping to make Haringey a thriving and more cohesive
community.

This management plan should be treated as a living and evolving document. It is open
to review and adaption in an ever-changing environment.

This document is the primary location where all those with a connection to Ducketts
Common, Friends and community groups, partners and residents, Members and
Council staff - should be confident that everything Ducketts Common can be found and
is set out here.

It also tells a little of the history of the park, how it is today and details future plans and
aspirations and how these are to be achieved.

London Borough of Haringey Page 5 of 71



Ducketts Common Management Plan 2023

1.  Setting the scene

11 Haringey in a nutshell
Haringey is one of 33 London boroughs, and is located to the north of the capital covering 11
square miles in total.

Image 1: London Borough of Haringey
shown in London context

It is home to some famous landmarks including Alexandra Palace, birthplace of
television, that can be seen from all over London perched high up on its hill. Bruce
Castle Museum and Park, the ancestral home of Robert de Bruce, and the new
Tottenham Hotspur football stadium are found in the east of the borough.

The borough has extreme contrast areas such as the high hilly communities of
Highgate, Muswell Hill and Crouch End in the west being some of the most prosperous
locations to live, while some wards in the east are classified as being amongst the 10%
most deprived in the country.

1.1.1 The demographics of Haringey

The Haringey website has detailed information about the population of the borough and
individual wards within the borough. This can be found at
http://www.haringey.gov.uk/local-democracy/about-council/state-of-the-borough

1.21 Population
1 Haringey has a total population of almost 283,000 people, an increase of

15% in the last 10 years

Just over half (50.7%) are female and 49.3% are male

1 There are 66,500 young people (aged 0-19) living in the borough. This is
almost a quarter (24.5%) of the total population.!

1 Two thirds of the population T over 178,000 people - are aged 20-64

A tenth of the population i 26,600 people are aged over 65

1 Ducketts Common is in Harringay ward. The ward has a population of
14,175 of which over half (55%) are aged 20-44. Only 8% of the
population is aged over 65.

=

=
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1 Harringay Ward, where D u ¢ k eCorintos is located is a less densely
populated ward with 9,563 residents per sq. km (compared to a borough
average of 10,453). This is slightly higher than the London average
(8,894).

1.2 Ethnicity and religion

Haringey is a highly diverse borough. Almost two thirds (38%) of residents are from
(black, Asian or minority ethnic) BAME groups and 26%i dent i fy as fAwhite o

In Harringay ward (in which Ducketts Common is located) there is a slightly larger
proportion of residents of White Other ethnicity (31.7%)compared to the Haringey
average (25.9%), and a slightly smaller proportion of residents of Black ethnicity
(11.8%) compared to the borough average (18.8%).

The Haringey website has detailed information about the population of the borough and
individual wards within the borough. This can be found at
http://www.haringey.gov.uk/local-democracy/about-council/state-of-the-borough

1.3 Deprivation

The Indices of Deprivation are widely used for identifying areas with high levels of
deprivation. These figures are used to provide evidence for regeneration policy in
England and to help target often limited resources more effectively.

Haringey is the 30" most deprived local authority area in England (out of 326 local
authority areas) and is the 6" most deprived in London (out of 33 boroughs). These
figures take into account a range of deprivation types, including income, employment,
education, health, crime, barriers to housing and services and living environment.

1.4  Open space provision in Haringey

Haringey is a relatively green borough in comparison with London as a whole. An open
spaces study conducted in 2005 identified 382.9 hectares of open space in Haringey,
representing 12.8% of the total area.

This green space is made up of:

public parks

commons

heaths and woodland

cemeteries

nature reserves

green rail corridors

private open space (with restricted access)

= =4 -8 -8 _-9_95_2

Haringey Council manages and continues to provide grounds maintenance for the
majority of the public open space within the borough, with the exception of Alexandra
Park, Highgate Woods and Tottenham Marshes.
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Although much greener than some other London boroughs, the 2005 assessment noted
that Haringey was deficient in all types of open space. This fact underlines the
importance of improving and maintaining sites like Bruce Castle Park to enable more
intense and diverse use.

In 2014 Harringay (in which D u ¢ k eCornios is located) comprises 44.5% open
space. This is below the Haringey (25.2%) and London (27.2%) averages.
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2. About Ducketts Common
Willoughby Road, N8

2.1 Site location and description

The grid reference of Ducketts Common is x531543.53, y189456.52.

Ducketts Common is in the ward of Harringay, one of 19 wards within the London
Borough of Haringey and is located within a densely populated and developed area.

Image 2 above: Map of Haringey
Image 3 right: Ducketts Common and surrounding
area

To the north and south of Ducketts Common are two distinct retail areas. Harringay
Green Lanes lies to the south. It is a vibrant collection of independent shops,
restaurants, cafes and Victorian pubs stretching along the main Green Lanes trunk road
in between Manor House and Turnpike Lane, where the population consists of large
Greek Cypriot and Turkish communities.

Wood Green High Road runs north and is one of the biggest shopping districts in
Haringey, home to many large retailers.

To the east and west lie mainly residential neighbourhoods. To the west of the Common
lies the area commonly referred to as the Harringay Ladder; a number of roads
consisting of terraced houses acting like rungs on a ladder between Wightman Road
and Green Lanes.
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To the east of the High Road lies the Noel Park Estate, built between 1883 and 1893,
providing housing for those fleeing the densely populated and polluted City of London,
made possible by the creation of the Great Eastern Railway.

2.2  Facilities

The facilities in the park are numerous and wide ranging, encouraging a wide and
varied use of the park to all sectors of the community

Childrens Playground

Yy Grass

=l

Hard Surface

Crawn Copyright Reserved. Licsrce No 100019199 2012
Image 4: Map of Ducketts Common showing its facilities
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Unit
ltem Number | Measure
Bench 21 [ No.
Bin 21 | No.
Buildings 1 | No.
Children’s Playground 404.4 | m2
Fencing 32 | No.
Gates 17 | No.
Grass 18388.6 [ m2
Hard Surface 2590.7 | m2
Hedge 1827 | m2
Lighting 37 | No.
Signs 43 | No.
Sports Courts 1514.9 | m2

Table Tennis Court 1| No.
Basketball Court 2 | No.
Gym Area 1| No.

Multi Court 1| No.

Image 5: Hard and soft landscape features at Ducketts Common

The Common covers a total of 24,702 square meters. Around the perimeter of the
Common lie a number of trees with the majority being London Planes and a few Limes.
Iron railings encompass the whole boundary of the Common. It is thought these date
back to when the Common was first laid out, and were repaired and repainted in spring
2019.

The Common is laid out in three distinct sections.

The northern section is where the café is located. This has quite an urban edge and
formal feel.

The central section is where the play, outdoor gym and sporting facilities are located.

To the south is the expansive open common area, which plays host to casual sporting
activities, picnics and occasional events.

A hedgerow and wildflower meadows surround the common.
2.2.1 Integrated play and picnic areas

The playground is incredibly popular with local people and is busy all year round,
especially since the facilities were improved in 2011.

Within the structured play area is a large wooden play apparatus which provides the
main focus here. It is made up of towers to climb, bridges to cross and ropes to navigate
and is set high on a mound and is incredibly popular with children aged up to 14 years.
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Image 6 and 7: Ducketts Common Playground

There is also large a metal climbing frame incorporating climbing walls, ropes and bars
and basket swings.

The structured play area links to a natural play space incorporating boulders, logs,
grass mounds and a number of stepping stones to encourage imaginative play.

Picnic tables provide areas for parents and carers to easily watch their children playing
and a number of native bulbs have been planted here by groups connected to the
Common.

2.2.3 Sports areas

Ducketts Common is known for its sporting facilities throughout the borough and
beyond, and provides a number of opportunities for those wanting to get active.

224 Sports courts

In 2011 the 3 existing basketball courts were redesigned to increase and improve the
facilities and user experience. The area was extended by 2 meters at the southern end,
and the courts spun round by 90 degrees.

There are now:

1 2 floodlit porous macadam basketball courts with a pair of additional side
baskets. State of the art, see through acrylic basketball units were imported from
America and installed.

{1 floodlit porous macadam football area marked for Futsaetball and basketball

: Vs

Image 8: Basketball courts Image 9: Football courts
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2.25 Outdoor gym

An outdoor 14-piece gym, comprising of 22 stations was installed onto coloured porous
macadam and opened in May 2012.

The equipment is free to use by everyone in the community and is easy and safe to use
without having a formal induction.

Image 10: Outdoor gym

Some of the stations use the body weight of the user to provide resistance. They
include:
1 cardiovascular machines - to make the user puff and pant which include skiers,
cross trainers, seated rowers and walkers
1 strength and toning machines - including chest press, lats pull down, shoulders
press, dips/leg raise, leg press, pull ups
9 core body machines - includesitup benches, side skiers, t o
pull ups

The success and popularity of the outdoor gym with people from all ages, abilities and
backgrounds has exceeded all expectations and the equipment is hardly ever empty.

Image 11:Ducketts Comon outdoor gym shown on front cover of residentsé magazine Haringey People,
July 2013
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2.2.6 Table tennis

A table tennis table installed in Ducketts Common in Sr 2012. The table is situated on
non-porous macadam and was donated by the English Table Tennis Association as part
of their national campaign to promote the game and increase and improve facilities.

Users are asked to bring their own bats and ping pong ball.

2.2.7 Focal social area

The northern section of Ducketts Common provides the focal point for meeting and
interacting. Here is where key paths meet and form an intersection, creating the heart of

the Common.

This is where the majority of the benches are positioned which provide an attractive
place for people to stop and relax.

2.3 Trees

The trees on Ducketts Common are predominantly mature London plane and Lime
trees, that were most likely planted at the time the Common was first laid out.

They are located around the boundary of the site and along some of the main pathways
through the Common. There are also some younger trees, planted more recently near
the play and sports features, which include Whitebeam, Hornbeam, Ash and Field
maple.

Duringth e St stounts @ ®stober 2013 the park lost one of the mature plane trees
from the avenue adjacent to Green Lanes.

A number of fruit trees were included within the perimeter hedgerow when it was
planted by the Friends of Ducketts Common.
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3. A welcoming place

3.1  Visiting Ducketts Common

3.1.1 Public transport

Located at the very busy junction of Green Lanes and Turnpike Lane, Ducketts
Common is served exceptionally well by public transport of all descriptions.

at-

Turnpike Lane Tube Station lies
across the north eastern corner of

'Ri;’;%r?;g) R RoAD the Common, and is on the
_ i ; , o Piccadilly Line. One of the three
"“"g‘ggfﬁgﬂ‘gh -l entrances into the tube station is
- 4 @ B Turnps located at the northern entrance to
S = Turnpike Lane . :
e o Bus Station Ducketts Common, making this a
very busy part of the Common.
= @) A\;-rl
@ R Ve g 3 Turnpike Lane Bus Station lies at
% v Gl N, P ground level, above the tube station
Y West e Wglow prowdlng bqse§ going in each qnd
% Green Road Walk (N15) ~every direction: south into the city,
_ == % a| ok north, east and west.
0 e ‘.':‘:; T A q
kil & «
’ o 2 % Stanley Road/
West Green Road

Image 13: Transport map for the Ducketts Common area
Route finder There are two bus stops located on Green Lanes (the eastern

S e as boundary of the Common) heading north to the suburbs of
P aews ooy Enfield and Barnet, and along Turnpike Lane (the northern
T R boundary) running towards Muswell Hill and Crouch End.

\\'o::luﬁ'een G.lI.TJ
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Il cmemeces Lus Moorgate and Kings Cross and north to Hertfordshire and
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Image 14: Bus routes for the Ducketts Common area
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3.1.2 Vehicles

There is no parking on site and parking around the Common is controlled by the Wood
Green (outer zone) Controlled Parking Zone. Areside n todrs v i @eimitie meéded to
park here between the hours of 8am and 6.30pm, Monday to Saturday. For short stay
parking without a residentb s or pernstithere aré pay and display machines
located along Frobisher and Willoughby Roads.

Green Lanes is classified as a principal road, meaning it is a major traffic highway
through the borough, and no parking is allowed at any time along the stretch by
Ducketts Common.

Vehicle access for parks operatives or those needing to drive into the Common with
advanced permission (i.e. to set up for events) are able to gain access through the new
sliding gate located on Willoughby Road, opposite Lausanne Road.

3.1.3 Bicycles

Bicycles are permitted in Ducketts Common, although cyclists are expected to be
attentive to other park users on the shared use paths.

As part of the Borough Cycling Programme and following a consultation exercise
undertaken in September 2018, the Hampden Road entrance to Ducketts Common was
upgraded and widened in 2019 as part of a new cycling contra-flow improvement.
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Image 15: New cycle-friendly improvements to the hampden Road entrance to Ducketts Common
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3.2 Entrances
There are 7 entrances into Ducketts Common, making access from all directions

possible. Each entrance is identified by an individual gate name, making meeting points
and identification for maintenance easier for the user and operative staff.

V'

Image 16: Entrances to Ducketts Common

3.3 Access for all
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