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Foreword 
 
Dear residents and park users, 
 
I am pleased to share with you the management plan for Paignton Park which has been 
developed by Haringey Council. 
 
Residents have told us that our parks and green spaces are one of the things they love the 
most about Haringey, and as a council, we agree. We are proud of our green spaces and 
are committed to doing all we can to make our parks the very best they can be. 
 
Most of Haringeyôs district and local parks have been nationally recognised through the 
Green Flag Award scheme, and we continue to work with Friends groups to maintain and 
improve our parks for our community and visitors alike. In a recent resident survey 80% of 
people told us they were satisfied with parks and greenspaces in the borough. 
 
It is no secret that Haringey ï like all local authorities ï has been affected by austerity, but 
we continue to work hard to fund and maintain our parks, as well as bringing in external 
investment to provide a much-needed boost.  
 
Green spaces in Haringey play so many different roles - from a retreat from the busy city, 
or a place for sport and play, to sites for nature conservation and world-renowned events. 
Each management plan seeks to balance the many competing demands for each park to 
allow our community to enjoy the park their way. 
 
This management plan looks to show how the council is meeting and addressing the 
criteria of the Green Flag Award scheme and sets out the priorities for action and 
improvement of the park over the coming years.  
 
I hope you find this document useful and I would encourage you to make the most of your 
local park. If you want to get more involved in the future management of the park why not 
consider joining a friends group, attending an event or simply just send us some of your 
thoughts? 
 
Thank you,  

 

 
 
Cllr Kirsten Hearn 
Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Sustainability 

 
 
 
 
 



Open space vision in Haringey 
 
Our draft vision is that Haringeyôs parks and green spaces will be places where: 

 
Å Residentsô lives are being improved by access to quality green space 
Å Communities take an active role in the decisions about the future of parks and 

green spaces 
Å Civic pride and community ownership of parks are encouraged, through a diverse 

range of volunteering opportunities 
Å A diverse range of events is offered, providing a backdrop for communities to 
celebrate together and enhance the boroughôs cultural offer 

Å Wildlife flourishes and habitats are maintained, expanded and connected. 
Å Spaces are protected and future proofed for the next generation 
Å Funding for parks is sustainable and sufficient to deliver the agreed service 

standards 
Å Full advantage is taken of the health and wellbeing benefits  

 
The Parks and Green Spaces Strategy is in development and will be subject to 
consultation with a range of partners and stakeholders before the Council is asked to 
formally adopt it in 2021. More details are set out in sections 10.4 and 10.5. 

 
  



Purpose of the Management Plan 
 
This management plan details and guides the management, maintenance, development 
and improvement of Paignton Park now and over the next three years. 
 
In developing this management plan, we particularly want to stress the importance we 
place on our commitment to involve the whole community in shaping the future of Paignton 
Park. This is because we recognise that open space affects the lives of almost everyone 
who lives and works near the park. We believe that the combination of effective 
management and community involvement of all our open spaces offers considerable 
potential for helping to make Haringey a thriving and more cohesive community. 
 
This management plan should be treated as a living and evolving document. It is open to 
review and adaption in an ever-changing environment.  
 
This document is the primary location where all those with a connection to Paignton Park - 
council staff and members, Friends and community groups, partners and residents - 
should be confident that everything about Paignton Park can be found and is set out here. 
 
It also tells a little of the history of the park, how it is today and describes the plans and 
aspirations and how these are to be achieved.  
 
 



 Setting the scene 
 

1.1 Haringey in a nutshell 
 
Haringey is one of 33 London boroughs, and is located to the north of the capital covering 
11 square miles (28km2) in total. The borough population in 2020 is estimated to be 
289,000 which is 15% more than ten years ago. 
 

 
 
 
Overall Haringey is the seventh most deprived borough in London (out of 32). However, 
the borough has extreme contrasts. Areas such as the high hilly communities of Highgate, 
Muswell Hill and Crouch End in the west are some of the most prosperous locations to live 
in London, while some wards in the east are classified as being amongst the more 
deprived in the country. 
 

 The demographics of Haringey 
 
The population is very diverse and very youthful. Around a quarter of the borough 
population is aged 0-19 and only a tenth of residents are over 65. Nearly two fifths of the 
borough population are from black, Asian or minority ethnic (BAME) groups and 26% 
identify as ñwhite otherò.  
 
Paignton Park is in Seven Sisters ward. The population density in Seven Sisters ward is  
13,900 residents per km2 (compared to an average of 10,264 in Haringey and 8,697 in 
London). This highlights the importance of access to parks and open spaces in the 
neighbourhood.  
 
Seven Sisters ward has one of the largest proportions of people who are Jewish in London 
(18.1% of the population according to the last population census). 
 
The Haringey website has detailed information about the population of the borough and 
individual wards within the borough. This can be found at http://www.haringey.gov.uk/local-
democracy/about-council/state-of-the-borough 
 
 

London Borough of Haringey 
shown in London context 

http://www.haringey.gov.uk/local-democracy/about-council/state-of-the-borough
http://www.haringey.gov.uk/local-democracy/about-council/state-of-the-borough


 Open space provision in Haringey 
 
Haringey Council manages most of the public open space within the borough, except for 
Alexandra Park, Highgate Woods and Tottenham Marshes. 
 
Although much greener than some other London boroughs, Haringey is deficient in all 
types of open space, including public parks.  
 
In 2014 just over a fifth (21.8%) of the area of Seven Sisters ward (in which Paignton Park 
is located) was described as ñamenity open spaceò. This is below the average open space 
across Haringey (28%) and London (39%). 
 
This fact underlines the importance of providing and maintaining sites like Paignton Park. 
 

  



 About Paignton Park 
 

 Site location and description 
 
Paignton Park is a local community park, approximately two hectares in area. It was 
created in the mid-1980s on the site of former terraced housing as part of the wider 
regeneration of the area at that time.  
 
It is located in an area known as óThe Triangleô in South Tottenham. It is bounded by 
several roads including St Annôs Road, Eastbourne Road, Richmond Road and Daleview 
Road. Immediately to the west of the park is the Fred Messer housing estate (named after 
local World War I peace campaigner Sir Frederick Messer). 
 
Map 1: Paignton Park site plan (and key) 

       
 
 
Paignton Park is heavily used by members of the community for leisure activities, dog 
walking, play, organised community events and as a short cut.  
 
The park is in a location that is densely populated with little other public open space 
nearby. A high proportion of the local housing is flats without gardens. This places intense 
pressure on the site. The nearest other parks are Chestnuts Park and Markfield Park 
which are both approximately a kilometre from Paignton Park.  
 
 



The park is predominantly open grass, with some variation in the form of mounds to the 
south and west. There are mature trees and several more recently planted trees, 
especially in the southern parts of the site. There is lighting along the pathways which runs 
north to south and to the west of the site.  
 

 Facilities 
 
2.2.1 Community Square 

Users of the Daleview Road entrance to the park are 
welcomed by a specially commissioned ñPaignton 
Parkò welcome arch adorned with representations of 
the leaves of trees found in the park.  
 
The main path into the park incorporates two colourful 
mosaics developed in collaboration with the local 
community nearly 15 years ago. 
 
This entrance also includes the area known as 
community square. It includes a good deal of brick 
paving ï which is a feature throughout the park ï and a 
range of seating including tables and seats made of 
stone blocks. Two of these have chess boards built in 
to their design. 
 
The square also includes raised brick-built flower beds, 
which local people have previously used for planting 
wild flowers. 

 
A table tennis table has been added to the area and is a popular facility when there is no 
breeze. 
 
2.2.2 Grassy centre 
 
Down the brick steps from community square area is the main grassy area of the path with 
paths running either side of it towards the north. There is an alternative accessible route 
for park users who are unable to negotiate steps. 
 

 



 
The paths around the green centre of the park are lined with benches and bins and are lit 
at night. The grassy area is not marked out for sport but is used for informal ball games. 
 
2.2.3 Playground 
 
Paignton Park has one of the largest playgrounds in the borough. It comprises 19 pieces 
of play equipment. Some are for under-fives, but most are for older children. Adjacent to 
the play equipment is an informal area comprising grass mounds with informal play 
equipment such as balance logs and steps.  
 
The play area was developed 12 years ago with funding from the council matched by 
several sources of external funding. It has proved extremely popular and is used heavily. 
Unfortunately, this has taken a toll on the play equipment, surfaces and benches. 
 
One of the aspirations for the future is to rejuvenate the playground to provide a similarly 
loved amenity for local children for many more years to come. 
 
2.2.4 Picnic area 
 
To the south of the playground are several tables and benches that are used for 
picnics and social gatherings. These can also be a hub for anti-social behaviour in the 
evenings and after dark. 

 
2.2.5 The Triangle 
 
The park narrows at the northern end by the St Annôs Road entrance by the Triangle 
Children, Young People and Community Centre. At the entrance is a distinctive and 
unusual concrete seating unit.  
 
This area of the park is characterised by large, mature trees but it is only about 10m wide 
and feels like a pathway into the body of the park. This area has been identified as one 
that could be improved to make it feel more inviting and an integral part of the park. 
 
 
 



2.2.6 Woodland area 
 
The western side of the park is more informal and 
has a woodland character. The grass is generally 
left unmown which has encouraged a range of 
common wildflowers to appear.  
 
This area contains a range of different trees and 
shrubs providing a shady contrast to the more open 
and managed grassy centre of the park. 
 
Although the boundary of the park is marked with 
fences and bollards there arenôt gates to this side of 
the park, so the park and Fred Messer estate blend 
quite naturally into one another. 
 
There are areas of paving around the woodland 
area that provide a demarcation with the adjacent 
streets.  
 
2.2.7 Open space by Eastbourne Road 

 
The area of the park along Eastbourne Road is a grassy expanse dotted with trees. It has 
the potential to be a more integral part of the park, such as a dedicated area for groups 
and families to use for picnics or barbeques or an outdoor gym.  
 
The low boundary fence with Eastbourne Road can make it feel a little exposed. It has 
been suggested that it would benefit from a low hedge or shrubbery along the boundary. 
 
2.3 Trees 
 
The boroughôs parks and open spaces are of significant arboricultural importance as they 
contain some of the largest and oldest trees in the borough. Trees are an essential feature 
in parks providing shade and structure, making them a more attractive environment to visit. 
 
The more mature trees in Paignton Park are found near the St Annôs Road entrance to the 
park which is home to several mature silver birch trees. Unfortunately one of these had to 
be removed in 2019 but the others appear to be healthy. 
 
In recent years there has been a concerted programme of tree planting with several trees 
planted to the south of community square and in the south eastern part of the park. 
 
There is a planned tree inspection programme for which we aim to inspect each tree every 
four years. Trees in parks usually only require maintenance to mitigate risks to site users 
and adjacent properties.  
 

  

 



 A welcoming place 
 

 Visiting Paignton Park 
 
Paignton Park is mostly used by people who live locally and who travel to the park by foot. 
 
3.1.1 Public transport 
 
For those coming from further afield there are numerous buses that pass relatively nearby 
along Seven Sisters Road (bus routes 259 and 279), St Annôs Road (67) and Tottenham 
High Road (67, 149, 243, 476). The nearest station is Stamford Hill overground station. 
The nearest tube station is Seven Sisters which is about a kilometre away. 
 
Map 2: Public transport near Paignton Park (bus stop shown as red dots) 

 
 
3.1.2 Vehicles 
 
Motorised vehicles are not permitted in the park other than those required to carry out 
maintenance or cleaning of the park. The vehicular access is under review following a car 
driving into the park and damaging the grass (as well as representing a serious threat to 
park users) in late 2019. The incident was reported to the police and a witness provided 
evidence of the act. 
 
For those wishing to drive to Paignton Park ï perhaps from further afield to meet friends 
who live more locally ï visitors should be aware that there are parking restrictions in 
nearby streets and a new controlled parking zone was introduced in May 2019.  
 
Street parking is restricted to permit holders from 8am-6.30pm Monday to Saturday. 
Information can be found on the councilôs website at https://www.haringey.gov.uk/parking-
roads-and-travel/parking/controlled-parking-zones-cpzs/seven-sisters-south-cpz 
 
 

https://www.haringey.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-travel/parking/controlled-parking-zones-cpzs/seven-sisters-south-cpz
https://www.haringey.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-travel/parking/controlled-parking-zones-cpzs/seven-sisters-south-cpz


3.1.3 Bicycles 
 
Bicycles are permitted in Paignton Park though cyclists are expected to be attentive to 
other park users on the shared use paths. 
 

 Entrances and paths 

There are six entrances to the park, only two of which of which is gated (see map 3). 
 
Entrances (shown as red stars) and pathways 
throughout the site are level - except for the 
steps down from community square for which 
an alternative level path is available.  
 
Welcome signs are installed at each entrance 
point to the park. These signs provide the 
name of the park and key information such as 
contact details.  
 
Information signs have been installed in 
relevant areas, such as entrances to the 
playground. These signs indicate the purpose 
of the area and any restrictions such as those 
relating to control of dogs in the park. 
 
A notice board is located in the centre of the 
park, next to the main north-south pathway. 
The board holds contact information, advice on 
how to use the park responsibly and 
information about activities in the park. 
 
3.3 Access for all 
 
The 2010 Equalities Act defines a disabled person as someone with óa physical or mental 
impairment, which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry 
out normal, day-to-day activitiesô. 
 
Haringey Council and its partners are required by law to ensure that disabled people are 
not discriminated against with regard to access to public places, such as Paignton Park. 
 
This is considered whenever changes or improvements are made to the park. This not 
only benefits disabled users of the parks and their carers/companions, but also benefits 
those with small children and older people. 
 
3.4 Signage 
 

The welcome signs at each entrance to the park show an individual ógateô name for ease 
of identification. Several of these were replaced in 2019. All the entrances are named after 
the road from which access to the park is gained. The entrance signs also show contact 
numbers for the council, police emergency and non-emergency numbers.  
 

 


